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6th September 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome to Year 5 from Mr Lawes, Mrs Hathaway and Mrs Coates. I hope you all 

had a restful summer holiday.  We are very excited and very much looking forward to 

working with you and your children over the next year, to build an effective home-

school partnership. 

I am extremely enthusiastic about Year 5 and especially so having taught this class 

before.  It is a fantastic year to teach in and I hope the children share my enthusiasm.  

This letter will outline most of what is expected this year.   

Expectations in Year 5 

National Curriculum expectations are that by Year 5 children are expected to know 

their times tables off by heart (up to 12 x 12) as well as the inverse division facts.  I 

hope that, together, we will be able to secure your child’s fluency in times tables.  I 

would be happy to share with you games and activities to help with times tables 

learning.  Other expectations for children include confidence in addition and 

subtraction of 5-digit numbers.  Please take every opportunity to give your child 

practical experience with different calculations, e.g. calculating correct change in 

shops. 

To help support your child’s maths, there are copies of the school’s calculation policy 

available online.  This outlines the calculation methods taught in Year 5, which, may 

or may not, be different from when you were at school! 

The expectations in English have also risen and children should be confident using a 

variety of spelling and grammatical rules.  They are also expected to read a wide 

variety of books for pleasure and to spend time discussing their thoughts and 

opinions on books they have read.  

I aim to provide children with as much time to read and enjoy books as possible 

during the day, but I would also like to think they are reading regularly at home.  If 

you have the chance to read with your child at home, please make a note of it in their 

reading record book. 
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Homework 

In Year 5 I would like to promote a positive attitude towards homework.  Children will 

receive homework on a Monday, which will be due in the following Friday.  From time 

to time, homework may consist of a longer piece, due in over several weeks, but the 

deadline will be communicated directly to the children.   

Behaviour and responsibility 

I would like to instil an attitude of independence in Year 5.  Please allow your child to 

enter the classroom by themselves so they can immediately get on with their morning 

activities.  

We have already agreed upon ways in which we can behave to make our classroom 

as effective and as happy as possible.  Children will continue to be rewarded with 

Merit Points.  Unacceptable behaviour will result in clear warnings to make better 

choices and then the loss of golden time if it continues.  

Equipment 

I would be grateful if all children would bring in full P.E. kit on a Monday and take it 

home on Friday to be washed.  P.E. will take place on a Tuesday and a Thursday. 

P.E. kit needs to be t-shirt, shorts and trainers.  Plain blue or black jogging bottoms 

may be worn when it becomes cooler.  Please ensure your child’s belongings are 

correctly labelled. 

All equipment and stationery will be provided by the school; it is not therefore 

necessary for children to bring in pencil cases.  

Routines 

My PPA session will be taken on Thursday mornings; this will mean that I will be out 

of the classroom during this time, but will still be available at the end of the day 

should you require to discuss your child’s progress.  Mrs Blaney will be covering the 

class during my PPA sessions. 

Themes 

This week Year 5 have been taking part in ‘Brain Week’, a whole school approach 

celebrating our amazing brains! We will see how we are all different, and it is our 

effort, not the notion of intelligence, that helps us learn. 

Our topic in the Autumn term will be announced next week and we are lucky to be 

working alongside the Minerva Theatre this half term who will be providing a weekly 

workshop for the class.  

Further topics will be announced throughout the year and, in previous years, have 

included space, mountains and rivers and World War 2. 

Parental help 

If any parents, relatives or friends are willing to give up some time to hear children 

read I would be very grateful!  

During our topics, I would really value and appreciate any resources (including 

expertise) that you would be happy to share with the class. 



 

Westbourne Primary School 

(01243) 372726 

 

office@westbourneprimary.co.uk 

www.westbourneprimary.co.uk 

Headteacher: Mr Steven Potter 

River Street 

Westbourne 

Emsworth 

Hampshire 

PO10 8TG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, I have an open door policy and would welcome you to come and see me if 

you have anything to discuss. After school is probably the best time as I would like to 

settle the children into the class during the mornings.  

I hope together we can ensure everyone in our class feels happy and enthusiastic 

about the year ahead.  

 

 

Mr Lawes, Mrs Hathaway and Mrs Coates 
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